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Common Medium Deciduous Shrub Species (3 Points) 

 
Botanical 

Name
Common Name Form

Aronia arbutifolia Red Chokeberry Erect

Cornus alba Creamedge Dogwood

“Argenteomarginata”

*Corylus americana
American Filbert or 

Hazelnut
Rounded

Cotoneaster lucidus Hedge Cotoneaster Upright

Euonymus alatus

“Compacta”

*Ilex verticillata Winterberry Upright

Ligustrum 

obtusifolium 

regelianum

Regel's Border Privet Spreading

Malus sargentii 

“Tina”
Sargent Crabapple Spreading

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Upright

Prunus x cistena
Purple-leaved Sand 

Cherry
Rounded

Rhodotypos scandens Jetbead Spreading

Rosa hugonis Father Hugo Rose Vase

*Rosa setigera Prairie Rose
Sprawling- 

mounded
Spiraea prunifolia Bridalwreath Spirea Upright

Spiraea thunbergii Thunberg Spirea Vase

Spiraea x vanhouttei Vanhoutte Spirea Vase

Syringa meyeri 

“Palibin”
Palibin Lilac Rounded

Viburnum carlesii Koreanspice Viburnum Rounded

*Viburnum 

cassinoides
Witherod Viburnum Rounded

Weigela florida Old-fashioned Weigela Spreading

Weigela x 'Vanicekii' Vanicek Weigela Spreading

Shade; urban; pink to white, fragrant flowers; blue- black fruits; red fall color.

Wet, acid soil; tolerates poor drainage; white flowers; pink to red to blue fruits; red fall 

color.

Well-drained soil; pink, funnel-shaped flowers.

Well-drained soil; red flowers.

KEY: *Wisconsin native 

Cotoneaster 

divaricatus
Spreading Cotoneaster Mounded

MoundedWeeping Forsythia

Early Forsythia Mounded

Vase

Glacier Mockorange
Philadelphus x 

virginalis “Glacier”

Rosa rugosa cvs. Rugosa Rose Rounded

Dry soil; sun; white flowers; purple foliage all season.

Dry soil; shade; white flowers; sparse red fruits; fine texture.

Poor soil; sun; yellow flowers; sparse red fruits; fine texture.

Dry soil; sun; white, yellow, pink, or red flowers; large edible red fruits; fall color; 

wrinkled leaves; tolerant of salt.

Sun; pink flowers in July; red fruits; orange fall color; can be used as a climber.

Sun; double, white flowers; orange to red fall color.

Sun; white flowers; yellow to orange fall color; fine-textured.

Sun; white flowers; arching branches.

Sun; purple flowers; dense; fine-textured; good informal hedge plant often sold as S. 

palibiniana .

Forsynthia x 

intermedia cvs.

Forsythia ovata

Forsythia suspensa
Sun; urban; yellow flowers; slender, drooping twigs; flower buds may be injured or killed 

at temperatures lower than -15F.

Wet, acid soil; tolerates poor drainage; dioecious; red fruits.

Dry soil; shade; white flowers; blue-black fruits; late, purple fall color.

Disease resistant; 5' mature height.

Dry soil; sun; gray, fragrant fruits; dioecious; semi- evergreen; suckering.

Sun; double, white, fragrant flowers.

Medium Deciduous Shrubs (3 Points)

Adaptation and Remarks

Wet soil; shade; tolerates poor drainage; white flowers; red fruits; red fall color.

Moist soil; white flowers; white fruit; variegated foliage.

Border Forsythia

Mounded

Dry soil; shade; catkins in March; orange fall color.

Dry alkaline soil; red fruits; fine texture; late maroon fall color; not fully hardy in zone 

indicated—needs a special site or ideal conditions.

Dry soil; shade; black fruits; orange to maroon fall color; good hedge plant; C. acutifolius 

is similar.

Sun or shade; pink and orange fruits; red fall color.

Sun; urban; large, pale to yellow flowers; flower buds may be injured or killed at 

temperatures lower than -14F.

Dwarf Winged 

Euonymus

Rounded

Spreading

Sun; urban; smaller, earlier, yellow flowers; flower buds may be injured or killed at 

temperatures lower than -25F.

 


