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POLICY & PROCEDURES 
HOLMEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 

SUBJECT: USE OF SPECIALTY IMPACT MUNITIONS NUMBER 1.7 

 

SCOPE: ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONEL    ISSUED:  03/01/2012 

 

DISTRUBUTION: POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL  REVIEWED: 02/14/2017 

 
POLICY 

The use of  specialty impact munitions, commonly referred as “less than  lethal projectiles” when used 
properly, have the potential to save officers, innocent civilians, and subject(s) from serious injury or death. 
Specialty impact munitions are generally used when there is the possibility to save the subjects life when 
deadly force may be justified but there is no immediate threat of injury or death to the officer(s) or 
civilian(s). To reduce the potential of serious injury or death to the subject(s), only qualified officers shall 
deploy specialty impact munitions. The use of specialty impact munitions shall be closely supervised and 
only be used in situations to meet the operational objectives of the division.  
 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines in the following area of specialty impact munitions: 

 Authorization 

 Justification/Deployment 

 Training 

 Handling/Storage 

 Documentation 
 
DEFINITIONS 

□ Deadly Force: The intentional use of a firearm or other instrument, the use of which would result 
in the high probability of death. 

 
□ Justification for Deadly Force: Behavior which justifies your use of deadly force is that which has 

caused, or imminently threatens to cause, death or great bodily harm to you, or another, or the 
community at large. 

 
□ Specialty Impact Munitions:  A projectile, when properly used, provides a less than lethal 

alternative to gain control of a subject(s). Types of projectiles range from the 12 gauge bean bag 
round, 37mm/40mm (foam baton, wood baton, rubber pellets) and rubber ball grenades. 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO USE SPECIALITY IMPACT MUNITIONS 

Only personnel who have successfully completed a departmentally approved training course and 
maintained annual refresher training may deploy specialty impact munitions. 
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JUSTIFICATION 

Specialty impact munitions shall only be used to meet law enforcement objectives.  
 
Specialty impact munitions basically fall under “intermediate weapon” on the Force Option Continuum. 
When to use specialty impact munitions should be based on whether deadly force situation may exist but 
the officer or civilian is not under the immediate threat of injury or death. The Holmen Police Department 
will use the 12 gauge kinetic energy projectile specialty impact munitions.  
 
Situations justifying the use of specialty impact munitions include, but not limited to: 

 Subject armed with a weapon but not all 3 elements for imminent threat for deadly force to 
exist not present (intent, weapon, delivery system).  

 Crowd control during civil disturbance. 

 Gain control of violently resisting person(s) when lower measures of force prove ineffective or 
clearly would be ineffective given the tactical considerations of the situation. 

 
NOTE: Specialty impact munitions should never be used to substitute department firearm to administer 
justified deadly force. Lethal back-up must be present before deploying. 
 
DEPLOYMENT 

When deploying for a situation that calls for specialty impact munitions, officers should utilize team tactics 
such as contact cover principle. In potential deadly force situations the less than lethal weapon officer 
shall have a cover officer armed with a firearm. 
 
After specialty impact munitions have been deployed and control of the subject has been gained, officers 
shall follow the Use of Force Policy guidelines for Follow Thru Considerations.  
 
HANDLING/STORAGE 

Under no circumstances will any person be authorized to tamper with or alter in any manner, any 
specialty impact munitions. 
 
12 gauge specialty impact rounds shall only be used with 12 gauge shotguns designated to fire the 12 
gauge specialty impact munitions. Under no circumstance lethal ammunition will be stored or mixed with 
12gauge specialty impact munitions. This includes whether it’s in the weapon, sling, or storage container. 
 
Specialty impact munitions shall be stored separately from lethal ammunition. 
 
Less Lethal ammunition will be packaged by certified instructor only. 
 
Upon receiving any munitions, the person actually deploying them is ultimately responsible for ensuring 
that these munitions are “less than lethal” and used in accordance with department policy.   
 
Specialty impact munitions that fail to fire or misfires shall be recovered, rendered safe by soaking the 
munitions in a bucket of water for 24 hours. Notify supervisor. Do not return the munitions to current 
inventory. 
 
TRAINING 

Initial specialty impact munitions certification training will consist of a minimum 8 hour session. Objectives 
of the class will be as follows: 
 

 How to select and identify special impact munitions (SIM’s). 

 Identify the proper identification between a lethal munitions and SIM’s. 

 Identify the physiological and psychological effects of using SIM’s. 

 Identify the different target areas when deploying SIM’s. 

 Demonstrate proficiency in engaging specific target areas. 

 Identify and explain basic criteria for implementing a plan to use SIM’s.  



1.7 USE OF SPECIALTY IMPACT MUNITIONS Page 3 
 

 
To maintain certification officer shall participate in annual refresher training. 
 
DOCUMENTATION 

As with any use of force incident, a detailed report shall be completed as directed in the departments Use 
of Force Policy (#1-2). 
 
DISCLAIMER 

This policy is for internal use only and doesn’t enlarge an officer’s civil or criminal liability in any way. It 
should not be construed as the creation of a higher standard of safety or care in an evidentiary sense, 
with respect to third party claims. Violations of this policy may form the basis for departmental 
administrative action, but it is not intended for use in the courts of civil or criminal jurisdiction.                                                                                                                                           

 

 

Chief of Police 

Shane Collins 




