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POLICY & PROCEDURE 
HOLMEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 

 SUBJECT: EXPANDER OF JURISDICTION  NUMBER: 8.2 
 

ISSUED: 01-23-17 

 SCOPE: All Sworn Personnel REVIEW: 01-23-17 

 DISTRIBUTION: Policy & Procedure Manual    

   

 REFERENCE: WI §175.40 and §66.0313 

 
WILEAG 4th EDITION 
STANDARDS:  1.6.1, 1.6.2  

 
INDEX AS: Agency Jurisdiction 
   Geographic Boundaries of the Agency 
   Expander of Jurisdiction 
   Concurrent Jurisdiction 
   Mutual Aid 
 
PURPOSE:    The purpose of this Policy and Procedure is to define agency jurisdiction, 

expander of jurisdiction, and mutual aid in relation to arrest authority; and set guidelines 

as to when an officer may assist other law enforcement agencies. Officers of the 

Holmen Police Department should use appropriate discretion when considering calls for 

assistance. 

 
This Policy and Procedure consists of the following numbered sections: 

I. POLICY 

II. DEFINITIONS  

III. GEOGRAPHICAL JURISDICTION 

IV. EXPANDER OF JURISDICTION 

V. MUTUAL AID 
 
I. POLICY 

A. It is the policy of the Holmen Police Department that on-duty police officers shall 

only take official law enforcement action when they are within their jurisdictional 

boundaries, are acting in accordance with the provisions of Wisconsin’s fresh 

pursuit statutes, or acting on an official Mutual Aid request. 

1. Officers for the Village of Holmen are subject to the procedures included in 

any written agreements with other agencies pertaining to mutual aid.   

 
 
 



8.2-1.6.1 Expander of Jurisdiction  Page 2 
 

II. DEFINITIONS 

EMERGENCY:  Unless otherwise defined by statute, an emergency is any situation 

in which property or human life is in jeopardy and the assistance of law enforcement 

is necessary. 

 
HIGHWAY: Has the meaning specified in s. 340.01 (22)   
 
INTERSECTION:  Has the meaning specified in s. 340.01 (25).  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY:  Has the meaning specified in 165.83 (1) (b).  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:  Has the meaning specified in s. 165.85 (2) (c).  
 
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE:  Has the meaning specified in 66.0313 (2). 
 
PEACE OFFICER:  Has the meaning specified in s. 939.22 (22), but does not 

include a commission warden, as defined in s. 939.22 (5). "Peace officer" includes 

any tribal law enforcement officer who is empowered to act under s. 165.92 (2) (a).  

 
III. GEOGRAPHICAL JURISDICTION (1.6.1.1) 

A. Officers of the Holmen Police Department are authorized to exercise police 

powers and perform duties in all areas within the corporate village limits of 

Holmen, in La Crosse County, Wisconsin.  

B. Officers must keep in mind that the geographic limits of the Village of Holmen 

may change periodically and officers are responsible for keeping abreast of such 

changes as the department is notified and adjusting their patrol activities to 

accommodate annexations adjoining their assigned patrol areas. 

C. WI §175.40(4) states, “a peace officer whose boundary is a highway may enforce 

any law or ordinance that he or she is otherwise authorized to enforce by arrest 

or issuance of a citation on the entire width of such highway and on the entire 

intersection of such a highway and a highway located in an adjacent jurisdiction”.   

D. WI §175.40(6), being adopted herein, gives authority to a peace officer outside 

his or her territorial jurisdiction to arrest a person or provide aid or assistance 

anywhere in the State if the following criteria are met: 

1. The officer is on duty and on official business. 

2. The officer is taking action that he or she would be authorized to take under 

the same circumstances in his or her territorial jurisdiction. 
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3. The officer is acting to respond to any of the following: 

a. An emergency situation that poses a significant threat to life or of bodily 

harm. 

b. Acts that an officer believes, on reasonable grounds, constitute a felony. 

4. An officer acting under this authority must immediately notify and cooperate 

with the law enforcement agency of another jurisdiction regarding arrests 

made and other actions taken in the other jurisdiction.  The police chief and/or 

lieutenant of the Holmen Police Department shall be notified by the quickest 

means and as soon as the circumstances allow for notification to be made 

safely of said activity. 

E. Notification for follow-up investigations  

1. As soon as possible, officers of the Village of Holmen should notify the 

appropriate law enforcement agency having territorial jurisdiction that the 

Holmen officer will be conducting official business in that jurisdiction. 

2. Officers should notify the appropriate law enforcement agency having 

jurisdiction when they have completed their business and will be leaving that 

agency’s jurisdiction. 

 F. Concurrent Jurisdiction 

1. The Holmen Police Department will serve as the primary responding agency 

for all requests for police service within the village received either by village 

personnel or the communication center.  

2. The department exercises exclusive law enforcement jurisdiction over 

enforcement of Village of Holmen Code of Ordinances. 

3. The department does share concurrent jurisdiction over certain offenses 

and/or incidents with various law enforcement agencies at the county, state, 

and federal level. These include but are not limited to: 

a. La Crosse County Sheriff’s Departments 

b. Wisconsin State Patrol 

c. Wisconsin Division of Criminal Investigation 

d.   Various federal law enforcement agencies 

4. If any concurrent agency (law, human services, etc.) requests an officer to 

provide assistance, the officer should comply with the request, and should 

continue to provide assistance until relieved. 

5. Interaction with other agencies sharing concurrent jurisdiction with the 

department shall generally revolve around working in conjunction with such 

agencies on matters of mutual concern or relinquishing responsibility for 

certain situations based on a case by case evaluation of the circumstances.  

Examples might include an offer by the Wisconsin State Patrol to investigate 

a major traffic accident or the investigation of a major narcotics situation by 

the MEG unit. 
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6. Nothing in this Subsection should be construed to limit the supervisory 

authority of the Chief of Police, or his/her designee. 

 
IV. EXPANDER OF JURISDICTION (1.6.1.2)(1.6.1.3) 

A. WI §175.40(6m), or Expander of Jurisdiction is adopted herein and gives 

authority to an off duty peace officer outside his or her territorial jurisdiction to 

arrest a person or provide aid or assistance anywhere in this State if all of the 

following criteria are met: 

1. The officer is responding to an emergency situation that poses a significant 

threat to life or of bodily harm, and 

2. The officer is taking action that he or she would be authorized to take under 

the same circumstances in the officer’s territorial jurisdiction. 

3. An officer electing to take action under this section shall, consistent with the 

exigencies of the situation and the equipment and resources available to him 

or her, attempt to weigh reasonable responses to the situation including 

maintaining cover and observation, contacting the local law enforcement 

agency or asking others to do so, and directly intervening in the incident.  In 

addition, the officer shall verbally identify himself as a police officer to both 

responding officers of the local jurisdiction as well as to bystanders.  Officers 

shall comply with the directions given by the responding officers of the local 

jurisdiction. 

4. Any officer acting under the authority of this section shall immediately notify 

and cooperate with the law enforcement agency of another jurisdiction 

regarding arrests made and other actions taken within said jurisdiction.  In 

addition, the officer shall notify the Village of Holmen  police chief or 

Lieutenant as soon as possible and apprise him/her of the action taken by the 

officer while off duty and within another jurisdiction.  

V. MUTUAL AID 

A. Responding to requests for Mutual Aid 

1. In accordance with WI §66.0313 officers may act upon official requests for 

assistance from other law enforcement agencies under the following 

conditions: 
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a. The mutual aid request is made by a superior or officer in charge of the 

requesting law enforcement agency.  

b. Any law enforcement officer is requesting immediate assistance for   

situations involving the threat to human life or serious bodily harm. 

2. Officers should continue rendering assistance until such time as the officer is 

released by the agency requesting assistance, or released by a ranking 

officer of the Holmen Police Department. 

3. Mutual aid requests from agencies outside of La Crosse County shall be 

made via a media where an official copy of the request may be retained. 

4. A full report of the incident generating the request for assistance should be 

made as soon as practical. This report should include details of the call and 

by whom the request was made. 

B. Requesting Mutual Aid from other Law Enforcement Agencies. 

1. Officers may request assistance from other law enforcement agencies in 

accordance with applicable state law. Generally these requests shall only be 

made under the following circumstances: 

a. The Department does not have adequate resources available to address 

an emergency situation. 

b. Call volume 

c. The Department lacks the expertise needed to conduct an investigation or 

respond to specific incident, such as an explosive device. 

2. Requests for mutual aid from an agency outside of La Crosse County shall be 

made via media where an official copy of the request may be retained. The 

police chief or lieutenant shall be notified of any out of County requests for 

assistance 

3. Requests for mutual aid will be documented in the incident report. 

 
 

Shane Collins 
        Police Chief 
 
 
This Policy & Procedure cancels and supersedes any and all previous written directives 

relative to the subject matter contained herein. 

 
 
Initial 01-23-17
 
 


	V. MUTUAL AID



